
WELCOME TO 
SPRING BANK 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Meet the Teacher 2026 - 2027 
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Staff working in Reception class 
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Class Teacher – Mrs. Jowsey       TA – Mrs. Holmstrum.



Dougie
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Our Approach
Vision and values

A community that learns, grows and succeeds together.

Children, our partnership with their families and our community are at the heart of 
everything our school does.
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School Website 
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Lunches
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Free school 

meals 

application.

You can view the 

school menu 

here. We run on 

a 3 week cycle.



Lunches
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You are able to access Arbor:  Here you can book after school 

clubs, wrap around care, paying for school meals (KS2) and 

booking trips/residentials. 



Wrap around care 

• Our aim is to create a warm, friendly environment, where children can relax and play 
under the supervision of experienced, child centred staff, in the company of other 
children.

• We provide a wide variety of activities including arts and crafts, card and board 
games and active games, making use of the school grounds whenever possible.

• AM - £5 ( 7:45 – 8:50 )

• PM - £10.50 ( 15:30 – 18:00 ) 
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We provide a healthy and varied breakfast 

and snack after school. Breakfasts are 

generally a choice of the following: 

scrambled eggs, bagels, crumpets, 

porridge, yoghurt with fruit, toast and 

cereal. The after school snack may be: 

home-made pizza, tomato and lentil soup, 

or pasta with home-made sauce. Children 

are involved with the preparation of food 

whenever possible, for example, making 

bread dough or fruit salads.



Trips and visits
Through the year Reception class will have trips/visitors which will be linked to the curriculum 

We may visit:

- Pizza Hut  - Headingley

- Hesketh Farm – Bolton abbey

- Golden acre farm

- Harewood house

- The Jolly Christmas Postman – Virtual 

- Owl’s  - Visiting our school 
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Readiness for Reception
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Stay and Play 
• From October to July we will be inviting parents to attend monthly stay 

and plays with their children in Reception from 13:30 – 15:00. 

• Younger siblings are welcome to join. 
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Timetable 
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A day in reception 
• Choose lunch ( pictures on board) 

• Independent activities for settling in and self regulation 

• Wake up shake up 

• Phonics input 

• Continuous provision

• Playtime 

• Maths input 

• Lunch time in the hall

• Literacy input

• Continuous input 

• Home time
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What the children will be learning this 
year...

● The children learn phonics and develop reading skills in our daily phonics 

sessions.

● In maths, the children will develop a deep understanding of numbers to 10.

● We have weekly sessions in PE, music, PSHE, and understanding the world, 

which covers the sciences, biology, and history and geography.

● Art and craft (messy play) is accessible daily in provision.

● Our provision is set out so that the children are able to continue their learning 

through play as well as follow their interests.

● Each half-term, the children’s learning is centred around a topic, e.g. ‘All about 

Me’ or ‘Transport’
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Adult interactions are important to further the children’s learning and to 

help them develop important communication and social skills.
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Some of your children’s learning will be shared with you on Tapestry.

You can download the app or access tapestry via google. 

You will receive a log in and you will be able to access your child's account. 



Statutory assessments – EYFS

• Baseline 

assessment at 

the start of 

Reception

• Early Learning 

Goals (ELGs) are 

expected to be 

reached by the 

end of Reception.
• The EYFS profile 

assessment must 
take place before 
the end of June
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The importance of reading

• The children will be taught ‘Phonics’ to develop their reading skills. It is a way 
of sounding out and blending words to read or segmenting them to write.

• Spring Bank Primary School follows the Floppy’s Phonics scheme.
• You will get a log in for your child and you will be able to access the reading 

books at home.
• We aim to read individually with each child once a week and will send home a 

reading book and write a comment in your child’s reading record.
• Each child will have a colour banded reading book matched to their ability.
• Children start on pink books and then move to red. By the end of Reception 

they are expected to be reading yellow books.

“Little and often”
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Phonics 

• We will be hosting a Phonics Information Evening in September. Phonics plays a vital 
role in the Reception curriculum, with children participating in daily phonics lessons 
and engaging with independent learning opportunities during continuous provision. 
This foundational skill directly supports the development of their reading abilities, both 
at school and at home.

• We highly recommend attending this session, as understanding our teaching structure 
and methodologies will enable you to effectively support and further embed your 
child’s learning at home.
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Home learning

• The only homework to complete in Reception class is to practice reading “little and often”. 

• We ask that you read with your child on a daily basis during the week.

• Engage with the phonics folder. I will send home their completed sheets twice a week. Talk to 

your child about what they have learnt. This helps to retrieve the knowledge for them to 

practice. 

• Use the grapheme tiles to practice sounds and make words.

• Please write a short comment in your child’s reading record so we can see that they have 

read at home.

• Talk to your child about numbers. Can they count to 10, then 20, and then beyond? Ask them 

what they have learnt about numbers at school. Do they know what double 1 is? Or what one 

more and one less of a certain number to 10 is?

• Please support your child in holding a pencil correctly and practice letter formation 

(start with their name) 
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Ways to support your child

• Please read with them and to them on a daily basis. Make it part of your routine. Make it 

fun; it shouldn’t be a chore.

• Bring your child’s book bag with their reading record, and reading book to school every 

day.

• Please make sure your child has a named PE kit in school.

• Talk to your child about what they have been doing at school. Often they are keen to 

share. 
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Class school reward system
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Respectful Resilient Diligent Collaborative Curious



Individual school reward system
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OPAL

Outdoor play and learning…

Opal's vision is that every child in every school has an amazing hour of high-quality play 
every day-with no exceptions.
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OPAL

• What is OPAL?

• We have recently started a programme to improve opportunities for physical activity, 
socialisation, co-operation, coordination, resilience, creativity, imagination and 
enjoyment through improved play.

• The OPAL Outdoor Play and Learning Programme is the result of 17 years testing and 
development in over 250 schools and is now used in Canada and New Zealand as 
well as across the UK.

• In 2018 OPAL won first prize in an EU funded award for the best active school’s 
programme in Europe.

• It is based on the idea that as well as learning through good teaching, your children 
also learn when they play, and as 20% of their time in school is playtime, we want to 
make sure that this amount of time (equivalent to 1.4 years of primary school) is as 
good as possible.
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UNIFORM
• Shirts - Collared or Polo - White, Grey or Jade Green.

• Trousers - Grey or Black.

• Skirts/Dresses - Grey or Black - Standard School dress in summer.

• Jumpers / hoodies etc. - Jade Green - With or without the logo

• Shoes - Flat and practical, appropriate trainers for PE.

• Branded uniform is available at The Uniform Shop in Meanwood and on their website (below).

• https://www.uniwears.co.uk/search?q=spring+bank&options%5Bprefix%5D=last

• Plain jade green jumpers are available from Sainsburys.

• https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/list/shop-green-school-uniform?tag=tu:browse:clp:school-
uniform:m050:shop-green-school-uniform

• The following PE kit is essential and should be in school all week: Sports Trainers (no pumps) black 
shorts/ leggings and white T-shirt. Children who are not participating in PE must bring a letter from 
parents stating the medical reasons for absence.
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Jewellery 

• Please note that in accordance with our school policy, children are only permitted to 
wear one pair of plain stud earrings. This rule is strictly enforced for health and safety 
reasons.
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Key dates 

• Transition date  2nd July  (9:30 – 11:30 or 13:15 – 15:00)

• Summer fayre Saturday 27th June (11 – 2) 

• First day Wednesday  2nd (8:50 – 11:30) 

• Thursday 3rd (8:50 – 13:00) – preparation for lunchtime 

• Friday 4th All day 
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Newsletter 
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PTA – How to get involved

The Parent-Teacher Association is a group run by some of the parents and teachers of Spring Bank 

Primary to discuss matters that affect the children, and to organise events to raise money to help the 

school.

If you would like to join the PTA, please let us know! 

37


