
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
at Spring Bank Primary School

At Spring Bank Primary, we endeavor to create a warm, caring and inviting atmosphere in which children feel secure and experience success. We aim to develop a sense of self-worth and high esteem amongst all of our pupils and treat all equally, in this way all pupils are encouraged to realise their full potential; intellectually, emotionally, physically and spiritually, regardless of race, gender, religion or disability. We will encourage the whole school community to take an active role in fulfilling this aim.

Quality class teaching is essential, however for some children there may be occasions when additional support is needed to help them fulfil their potential. Spring Bank Primary prides itself in helping all children to achieve by offering targeted support at the earliest opportunity and working closely with children, parents and other agencies to provide the best possible educational outcomes.

The following school policies, available on the website, reflect the school’s commitment to inclusion, safety and well-being of children.
· SEND
· Behaviour and Anti-bullying 
· Child Protection
· Equality and Diversity
· Teaching and Learning

Since September 2014 all local authorities have been required to publish a ‘Local Offer’ detailing all services and support available in the area for children and young people with SEND aged 0-25 under the Children and Families Act. All schools are also required to detail how we support children with SEND and provide advice and support to parents.

Leeds Local Offer is available to view at 
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx 

How does Spring Bank Primary School fulfil the Leeds Local Offer?
Please find below responses to some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s). If you have any further questions please contact our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo) via the school office.

What do I do if I think my child may have SEN?
You should:  
· Speak to your child’s class teacher detailing concerns, this could be done at Parent’s Evening or by making an appointment. 
· Arrange to speak to the SENDCo. 
· We will be able to advise on other routes to finding support if we are unable to help directly. 
· For some medical needs you may need to speak to your GP first.

How will school support my child?
· Class teachers will provide appropriately differentiated work for all children.
· Class teachers may discuss any concerns with the SENDCo.
· Our SENDCo and Intervention Manager will oversee and plan provision for children with SEND in consultation with the class teacher.
· Additional support will be provided by additional designated teachers and trained TA’s within class. 
· 1:1 or small group tuition may be provided if felt beneficial. 
· Your child’s class teacher or SENDCo will inform you if your child is receiving additional support.
· Interventions and progress of pupils with SEND are reviewed and monitored at least termly.

What is your admissions policy for children with SEND?
· The admissions criteria do not discriminate against any students with SEND in line with the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice (2015)
· We will contact a child’s previous education setting prior to admission of stundents in order to establish any additional needs a student might have.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?  
· Our teachers adapt their resources, teaching approaches and activities in order to provide an appropriately differentiated curriculum for all children, including those with SEND.
· Specialist equipment (e.g. writing slopes, pencil grips, easy-to-use scissors, etc.) will be made available where necessary.

How accessible is the school?
· The main building is on one level, so all teaching rooms and the main hall are fully accessible. 
· An accessible toilet is available for use by children and adults within school.
· Both playgrounds have ramped access.
· There is 1 disabled parking space in the school car park and the other on Spring Road. 
· Any additional specific equipment or facilities that may be required will be provided to the best of our abilities, through additional funding where necessary.

How will I know how well my child is doing and how will you help me support my child’s learning?
· We will share information regarding your child’s progress at twice-yearly parent consultation evenings and through end-of-year reports.
· The SENDCo will arrange to see parents of children on the SEND register at least termly.
· Where concerns are raised over progress, additional meetings may be arranged.
· Children with an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) will also have an Annual Review Meeting which may involve additional agencies.
· Where children are seen by an external agencies (such as Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist) reports and advice will be shared with parents through the SENDCo or class teacher.

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?
· In addition to the SENDCo, Spring Bank Primary also has a Learning Mentor who is available to support children with social and emotional issues.
· All classes have weekly PSHE (Circle time) sessions.
· We are proud of our positive and inclusive ethos which permeates all aspects of school life.
· All staff are trained in Child Protection issues and there are 5 designated members of staff who meet weekly to discuss issues and concerns.
· The Learning Mentor and Deputy Head are trained in the Early Help process to support children and families experiencing difficulties.
· Where appropriate, intimate care plans and health care plans will be put in place in consultation with parents.
· Spring Bank Primary works as part of a cluster of schools in Headingley to continually evaluate and promote good practice.

What specialist services and expertise are available or accessed by school?
· We have two members of staff trained in delivering Early Help Plans (Deputy Head and Learning Mentor).
· Where necessary, we may make referrals to other agencies, including but not confined to; Speech and Language Therapist, Educational Psychologist, CAMHS, TAMHS, School Nursing Team.

What training do staff supporting children with SEND have?
· Staff supporting children with Speech and Language needs receive training through Speech and Language team.
· Staff have received training for specific needs as appropriate – Autism, Developmental Co-ordination Disorder, Down’s syndrome Awareness, Dyslexia, Dyscalcula, Makaton and medical training for specific conditions (asthma, epilepsy, diabetes, epi pens and feeding tubes). Other training is accessed as required.
· We have two members of staff trained in implementing Early Help plans (Deputy Head and Learning Mentor).

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom?
· Wherever possible, all activities, including trips will be made available to all children.
· Appropriate adaptations and supervision will be put in place in consultation with parents and carers. 
· Risk assessments for all activities will be carried out to ensure the safety of children and staff.

How will the school help my child on transfer to the next phase of education?
· Where children have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), the transfer to secondary school will be discussed at the Annual Review meeting in Year 5 and finalised at the start of Year 6. Options can be discussed with the SENDCo and visits should take place during Year 5.
· For other children with SEND, or where parents or school feel that transition may be difficult, additional support (including extra visits to the new school) may be arranged through the Learning Mentor and SENDCo.

How are the school’s resources/funding allocated and matched to the children’s needs?
· The school’s SEND budget is allocated each financial year and is based on a national formula taking into account the current needs of pupils at our school. Where children have complex or severe needs, school may be able to apply for “top-up” funding based on strict criteria in order to meet the specific needs of the child.
· Resources will be allocated to groups or individuals following discussion at Pupil Progress Meetings between class teacher and senior leaders or if concerns are raised by class teachers at other times.
· We may make referrals to external agencies where progress is still delayed following targeted interventions within school.

How are parents involved in the school and how can I be involved?
· There are elected parent governors who attend regular meetings to discuss and oversee school policy decisions.
· We have regular questionnaires at parents’ evenings that are evaluated by governors on Pupil Support.
· The school PTA meets regularly and organises Winter and Summer Fairs.
· Parents of Reception children are invited to weekly Play and Learn sessions.
· Parents are invited to take an active part in their child’s learning through regular homework activities and are encouraged to read with their child regularly. 

What if I am not happy with the arrangements in place for my child?
· If you’re not happy with any of the arrangements in place for your child, we would always recommend that you initially speak to the SENDCO in school. Our aim is to work together for the best outcomes for your child. If a resolution isn’t possible, you may wish to follow our complaints procedure. If you’re unhappy with anything in relation to an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment or an EHC plan, please email sensap@leeds.gov.uk or call 0113 378 5256.
· In addition to the formal support processes set out above, parents and young people can seek advice and support from Leeds SEND Information Advice Support Service who will be able to offer support. You can email sendiass@leeds.gov.uk or call the Helpline on 0113 378 5020.

Who can I contact for further information?
· If you wish to apply for a place, please contact the Head Teacher.
· To discuss any issues about your child please make an appointment to speak to the class teacher or SENDCo.
· To find further information about local services please see Leeds Local Offer website http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx or arrange to speak to SENDCo or Learning Mentor.

Common acronyms 

	ASC
	Autistic Spectrum Condition

	CAF
	Common Assessment Framework 

	CAMHS
	Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service

	DAHIT
	Deaf and Hearing Impaired Team

	DCD
	Developmental Co-ordination Disorder

	DDA
	Disability Discrimination Act

	EHCP
	Education, Health and Care Plan

	EP
	Educational Psychologist

	FFI
	Funding for Inclusion

	OT
	Occupational Therapist

	PTA
	Parent and Teacher Association

	SaLT
	Speech and Language Therapy

	SEN
	Special Educational Needs

	SENDCo
	Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator

	SEND
	Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

	SENSAP
	Statutory Assessment and Provision

	SENIT
	Special Educational Needs Inclusion Team

	SILC
	Specialist Inclusive Learning Centre

	TA
	Teaching Assistant

	TaMHS
	Targeted Mental Health in Schools



